
 
NEVADA STUDENT ALLIANCE (NSA) 

Working together to promote and protect the educational interests of the students 
in the Nevada Higher Education System. 

 
May 12, 2014 

4:00 – 6:00 PM 
Videoconference Sites: 

System Administration Reno, Room 134 
Carson City-WNC Dini 105 

Elko-GBC LCSL 122 
Las Vegas–CSN CHEY 2647B 

UNLV SCS 102 
NSC DAW 218 

 
    
ROLL CALL:  Mr. Alex Porter, Great Basin College, SGA, Chair 
  Mr. Deuvall Dorsey, Nevada State College, NSSA, Vice Chair 

Ms. RJ Boyajian, University of Nevada, Reno, GSA  
  Mr. Elias Benjelloun, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, CSUN  
  Ms. KC King, Desert Research Institute, GRAD  

 Mr. Umram Osambela, College of Southern Nevada, ASCSN  
Ms. Alejandra Leon, Western Nevada College, ASWN 
Mrs. Stephanie Prevost, Truckee Meadows Community College, SGA  

  Mr. Jake Pereira, University of Nevada, Reno, ASUN 
  Ms. Sharon Young, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, GPSA 

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE AGENDA AND PUBLIC MEETING 

 
 

NOTE: Below is an agenda of all items scheduled to be considered. Notification is hereby 
provided that items on the agenda may be taken out of the order presented, two or more agenda items 
may be combined for consideration, and an agenda item may be removed from the agenda or discussion 
relating to an item on the agenda may be delayed at any time.  
 
In accordance with NRS 241.020(6), supporting materials that are submitted to the Nevada System of 
Higher Education (NSHE) Office of Academic and Student Affairs will be made available in advance of 
the meeting as follows: 1) from the NSHE Office of Academic and Student Affairs by calling Sally 
Jackson at (775) 784-3443 or emailing her at Sally_Jackson@nshe.nevada.edu;  or, 2)  by accessing the 
electronic version of the agenda posted on the NSA page of the NSHE website:  
 
http://www.nevada.edu/studentgov/  
 
In additional, a limited number of copies of any such supporting materials will be available at the meeting 
site. 
 
Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and accommodate physically disabled persons attending the 
meeting.  Please call the Academic & Student Affairs Office in advance at (775) 784-3443 or (775)784-
3447 so that arrangements may be made. 

 
  

mailto:Sally_Jackson@nshe.nevada.edu
http://www.nevada.edu/studentgov/
http://www.nevada.edu/studentgov/


Nevada Student Alliance Agenda  May 12, 2014 

 

 
1. PUBLIC COMMENT    INFORMATION 

 
Public comment will be taken during this agenda item. No action may be taken on a matter raised under 
this item until the matter is included on an agenda as an item on which action may be taken. Comments 
will be limited to three minutes per person. Persons making comment will be asked to begin by stating 
their name for the record and to spell their last name. The NSA Chair may elect to allow additional public 
comment on a specific agenda item when that agenda item is being considered.  
 
In accordance with Attorney General Opinion No. 00-047, as restated in the Attorney General’s Open 
Meeting Law Manual, the NSA Chair may prohibit comment if the content of that comment is a topic that 
is not relevant to, or within the authority of, the NSA, or if the content is willfully disruptive of the 
meeting by being irrelevant, repetitious, slanderous, offensive, inflammatory, irrational or amounting to 
personal attacks or interfering with the rights of other speakers. 
 

2. APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARY/ROLL CALL  INFORMATION 
 
NSA Chair Alex Porter will appoint a secretary to take minutes for the meeting.  Secretary will take roll 
call. 
 

3. DISCUSSION WITH CHANCELLOR KLAICH  INFORMATION 
 
NSHE Chancellor Daniel J. Klaich will discuss with NSA members their aspirations and concerns for 
each institution and the higher education system. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 
 
Request is made for approval of the minutes for the March 6 and 7, 2014 meetings. 
 

5. SB 391 REPORT AND POSITION   FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 
 
CSN Student Body President Umram Osambela will report on the activities to date of the SB 391 
Legislative Study (Committee to Conduct an Interim Study Concerning Community Colleges) and its 
subcommittees.  In addition, he will ask the NSA members to support a joint position that would be taken 
to the Committee at its June 9, 2014 meeting, including but not limited to the question of whether or not 
the community colleges should be split from NSHE and provided with separate governance. 

 
6. NSHE E-LEARNING TASK FORCE   INFORMATION 
 
 NSA Chair Alex Porter, who is a member of the committee, will provide an update to the group regarding 

the activities of the NSHE E-Learning Task Force. 
 
7. NEW BUSINESS    INFORMATION 
 

 Items for consideration at future meetings may be suggested.  Any discussion of an item under “New 
Business” is limited to description and clarification of the subject matter of the item, which may include 
the reasons for the request. 
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8. PUBLIC COMMENT    INFORMATION 
 

 Public comment will be taken during this agenda item. No action may be taken on a matter raised under 
this item until the matter is included on an agenda as an item on which action may be taken. Comments 
will be limited to three minutes per person. Persons making comment will be asked to begin by stating 
their name for the record and to spell their last name. The NSA Chair may elect to allow additional public 
comment on a specific agenda item when that agenda item is being considered.  

 
 In accordance with Attorney General Opinion No. 00-047, as restated in the Attorney General’s Open 

Meeting Law Manual, the NSA Chair may prohibit comment if the content of that comment is a topic that 
is not relevant to, or within the authority of, the NSA, or if the content is willfully disruptive of the 
meeting by being irrelevant, repetitious, slanderous, offensive, inflammatory, irrational or amounting to 
personal attacks or interfering with the rights of other speakers. 

 
Posted in accordance with Nevada Open Meeting Law (NRS Ch. 241) at the following locations: 
CSN, Building D, 1st Floor, 6375 W. Charleston Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89146-1124 
DRI, Maxey Building, 2215 Raggio Parkway, Reno, NV 89512-1095 
DRI, Southern Nevada Science Center, 755 E. Flamingo Road, Las Vegas, NV 89119-7363 
GBC, Berg Hall, 1500 College Parkway, Elko, NV 89801 
NSC, Great Hall, 1125 Nevada State Drive, Henderson, NV 89015 
TMCC, Red Mountain Building (RDMT 200) 7000 Dandini Blvd. Reno, NV 89512 
UNLV, Flora Dungan Humanities 9 (FDH), 1st and 7th Floors, 4505 Marlyand Parkway, Las Vegas, NV 89154-1001 
UNR, Clark Administration, University of Nevada, Reno, Reno, NV 89557 
WNC, Bristlecone Building Lobby, 2201 W. College Parkway, Carson City, NV 89703 
System Administration, 5550 W. Flamingo, Suite C-1, Las Vegas NV 89103 
System Administration, 2601 Enterprise Road, Reno, NV 89512 



 

 
NEVADA STUDENT ALLIANCE (NSA) 

Working together to promote and protect the educational interests of the students  
 in the Nevada Higher Education System.    

 
April 14, 2014 
4:00-6:00PM 

Videoconference Sites: 
System Administration Reno, Room 134 

Carson City-WNC Dini 105 
Elko-GBC LCSL 122 

Las Vegas-CSN CHEY 2647B 
UNLV SCS 102 
NSC DAW 218 

 
 

    
ROLL CALL:  Mr. Alex Porter, Great Basin College, SGA, Chair 
  Mr. Deuvall Dorsey, Nevada State College, NSSA, Vice Chair  
   (proxy Amanda Sanchez) 

Ms. RJ Boyajian, University of Nevada, Reno, GSA (attended at 4:06) 
  Mr. Mark Ciavola, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, CSUN  
  Ms. KC King, Desert Research Institute, GRAD (absent) 

 Mr. Umram Osambela, College of Southern Nevada, ASCSN 
Ms. Alejandra Leon, Western Nevada College, ASWN 
Ms. Stephanie Prevost, Truckee Meadows Community College, SGA 

  Mr. Ziad Rashdan, University of Nevada, Reno, ASUN (absent) 
  Ms. Sharon Young, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, GPSA 
     

 
GUEST:   Renee Davis  
  Chancellor Daniel Klaich 
  Isaac Duran (SGA-GBC) 
  Angelo DePerez (ASWN) 
   
 
Call Meeting to Order 4:02 

 
1. PUBLIC COMMENT    INFORMATION 

 None  
 

2. APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARY/ROLL CALL  INFORMATION 
 Chair Porter has appointed President Leon as the NSA Secretary.  
 

3. DISCUSSION WITH CHANCELLOR KLAICH  INFORMATION 
 President Prevost asked the Chancellor to where we will be making our statement on behalf of the 
SB 391 Committee. If we are attending the committee it would be appreciated by the secretaries to have a 
written statement for them. The subcommittee meetings for SB 391 will be held April 23rd and 24th, 
2014 at three respective locations (Elko, Carson, and Las Vegas) for public comment in case any of the 
student government presidents have a comment. 
 President Leon addressed whether or not the tuition and fee agenda item will be put on the special 
Board of Regents meeting. Chancellor Klaich thinks that Board Chair Paige will split between this item 
between the two Board of Regents meeting in April and June. The item will be discussion and 
informational item on the April special Board of Regents meeting and the item will be put on for vote in 



 

the June Board of Regents meeting. There is discussion between Board Chair Paige and Vice Chair 
Trachok about having these meetings an hour early. 
 President Prevost has settled on a compromise with their administration at TMCC for where 
tuition and fees will be going too. Chancellor Klaich will be working his cabinet in creating a template 
from the example of CSN's agreement, to send out for the presidents of the college to have filled out 
between the student presidents and the administration of their respective college.  
 President Osambela asked the Chancellor if it is important for NSA to come together on a voted 
decision of about tuition and fees. The Lincy Institute will be held at in a few weeks at UNLV on behalf 
of their opinions of what they think about community college. Chair Porter asked the Chancellor what his 
opinion is about where the stance that NSA should take.  
 The governance and funding committee are not talking about funding because there is no local 
government who has money so they are looking specifically at the governance section of this 
subcommittee. The academic side is looking at the how disruptive it would be to change governance 
because of the transfer programs that community colleges have with higher institutions. The workforce 
side on that subcommittee is looking at having community/business board to look on how the community 
colleges can be looking to better correlating businesses with programs to benefit the community. 
 President Osambela will be taking a position on it soon for CSN students. Student government at 
Great Basin College will also be taking a stance on this topic. Student government at TMCC is looking 
and researching more about the SB 391 Committee to make a stance to present it at the May meeting.  
 Kudos to President Osambela for representing the students in this SB 391Committee in this 
stance to convey where the students might be feeling and how it will be impacting it in the future for 
higher education. Chancellor Klaich has not heard anything from the SB 391 Committee about the 
workforce and how it will affect the students in the future and the community that they make.  
 President Leon mentioned that ASWN still need to figure out what their stance is, but her 
question to the Chancellor is if the committee is suppose to be making a recommendation at the 
legislative session next year? It seems as if that is the main reason for this committee for it to come back 
to the legislature and make the best recommendation that they have created.  
 What is the consensus of having a Vice Chancellor for Community College on the Board of 
Regents? Chancellor believes it could be a positive idea. The recent hire of Frank Woodbeck, from the 
Governor's office is going to be leading the committee or the presidents for the ad hoc institutional service 
areas initiative into a better path. Chancellor believes there is a short term or long-term director position 
for getting the three northern community college presidents to get shared services up and going, as well as 
getting a great aligned system for academic standards and workforce development because the shared 
services model is something that is going to be applied to the system.  
 President Prevost addressed and commented about the house budget committee and how they 
have stated the committee is looking at creating caps for the Pell grant program, also adding a cap per 
household income and putting a cap to half-time students for eligibility requirements for the Pell Grant. It 
is always a good idea to have this on the agenda for the May meeting to have NSA start discussing and 
looking at where we stand as a group.  
 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 
 President Pevost moves to approve, President Osambela seconds. There is a friendly amendment 
to change the Isaac Duran's location to GBC to SGA-GBC.  RJ Boyijian abstains, the rest in favor for the 
friendly amendment and approval. Motion passes.   
 

5. NSA CONSTITUTION   FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 
 There is discussion about the amendments to the NSA Constitution. President Leon motions and 
President Prevost seconds the motion.  Motion passes unanimously.  

 
6. NSHE E-LEARNING TASK FORCE   INFORMATION 

 The committee is looking at the different departments like English, Math, Social Sciences, etc 
and how each department is looking at the separate vendor presentations for the who can be qualified for 
the those specific groups. These groups are looking still looking into separate vendors and the next 
meeting should be in a few weeks. A lot of people on this task force are currently looking for technology 
updates. President Young is wondering why this committee is not subject to open meeting law and are not 



 

open to the public. Students are always welcomed to any of the systems meetings. The graduate 
representative did not go through the GPSA at UNLV for the committee and President Young would like 
to receive more information on behalf of this committee as Dr. Fink did stop by and discuss with the 
GSPA at UNLV of the e-learning task force.  
 WNC Distance Director has resigned and has signed a MOU with TMCC to borrow their distance 
education directors while WNC is in the looks for one.  GBC and WNC have signed an MOU to use 
Institutional Research Director Cathy Fulkerson for her institutional research services to both institutions.  
 

7. NEW BUSINESS     INFORMATION 
 There will be a special NSA meeting to discuss the stance of the SB 391 Committee on April 28th 
from 4pm-5pm. ASUN and GSA for UNR cannot attend on this date.  
 

8. PUBLIC COMMENT    INFORMATION 
 Angelo DePerez, successor for Preisdent Leon is here to help transition him in.  
 

ADJOURNMENT at 5:38pm 



 

 
NEVADA STUDENT ALLIANCE (NSA) 

Working together to promote and protect the educational interests of the students  
 in the Nevada Higher Education System.    

 
April 30, 2014 
3:00-4:00PM 

Videoconference Sites: 
System Administration Reno, Room 134 

Carson City-WNC Dini 105 
Elko-GBC LCSL 122 

Las Vegas-CSN CHEY 2647B 
UNLV SCS 102 
NSC DAW 218 

 
 

    
ROLL CALL:  Mr. Alex Porter, Great Basin College, SGA, Chair 
  Mr. Deuvall Dorsey, Nevada State College, NSSA, Vice Chair  

Ms. RJ Boyajian, University of Nevada, Reno, GSA (absent) 
  Mr. Mark Ciavola, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, CSUN (absent)  
  Ms. KC King, Desert Research Institute, GRAD (absent) 

 Mr. Umram Osambela, College of Southern Nevada, ASCSN (absent) 
Ms. Alejandra Leon, Western Nevada College, ASWN 
Ms. Stephanie Prevost, Truckee Meadows Community College, SGA (absent) 

  Mr. Ziad Rashdan, University of Nevada, Reno, ASUN (absent) 
  Ms. Sharon Young, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, GPSA  
     

 
GUEST:   Renee Davis  
  Isaac Duran (SGA-GBC) 
  Adriana Mendez (GBC) 
   
 
Call Meeting to Order 3:10pm 

 
1. PUBLIC COMMENT    INFORMATION 

 None  
 
 

2. SB 391 REPORT AND POSITION    FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 
 There were student representatives at the SB 391 sub-committee meetings at the legislature this 
past weekend. The members of the committee were glad and proud to see student representation present 
at these meetings. 
  President Leon mentioned that under the academic standards and workforce development sub-
committee are looking at transferability and articulation from all the institutions within the system and 
looking at how NSHE can improve. There is dilemma on why some institutions do not accept other 
institutions credits, and finding out how the NSHE can have a equalized system for transferability.  
 President Leon wants to mentions how important the universities need to be looking at close eye 
on this committee because majority of the community colleges have direct links to the universities for 
transfer programs. If there were to be change of governance for the community colleges in NSHE, that 
can discredit transferable programs to the community colleges to the 4-year institutions. President Young 
agrees with President Leon, and how important it is to look at articulation and transferability when the 
sub-committee is addressing NSHE's academics to community colleges and universities.  



 

 The system is not perfect, but finding way on how to improve and enhance programs for all 
institutions is going to be greatly looked at. The position we take on today during this meeting is going to 
lead the system into the direction we want them to go on for students.  
 Trying to steer off to a direction for the next meeting, Chair Porter would like to see more input 
for our next meeting as this agenda item will be included.  
 

3. NEW BUSINESS      INFORMATION 
 There is discussion about the amendments to the NSA Constitution. President Leon motions and 
President Prevost seconds . Motion passes unanimously.  

 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT    INFORMATION 

 It's been a great year with everyone in NSA and the hope is to see everyone at the June Board of 
Regents meeting at TMCC. Expect the newly elected president's list updated within next meeting.  
 

ADJOURNMENT at 3:39pm 


